Sample Goldilocks appellate material:

Possible issues on appeal

Goldilocks claimed that her 5th Amendment guarantee to Due Process and her 6th Amendment guarantee to a Fair Trial were both violated because the “fairy tale” of her supposed crime tainted / prejudiced the jury in her criminal trial because everyone, including the jurors in her criminal trial, as well as the judges who heard her appeal, had heard the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.billofrights.html#amendmentv 

The clause promises that before depriving a citizen of life, liberty or property, government must follow fair procedures.  Thus, it is not always enough for the government just to act in accordance with whatever law there may happen to be.  Citizens may also be entitled to have the government observe or offer fair procedures, whether or not those procedures have been provided for in the law on the basis of which it is acting.  Action denying the process that is “due” would be unconstitutional.  Suppose, for example, state law gives students a right to a public education, but doesn't say anything about discipline.  Before the state could take that right away from a student, by expelling her for misbehavior, it would have to provide fair procedures “due process.”

http://topics.law.cornell.edu/wex/due_process
Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.billofrights.html#amendmentvi 

The guarantees of jury trial in the Federal and State Constitutions reflect a profound judgment about the way in which law should be enforced and justice administered.  A right to jury trial is granted to criminal defendants in order to prevent oppression by the Government.  Those who wrote our constitutions knew from history and experience that it was necessary to protect against unfounded criminal charges brought to eliminate enemies and against judges too responsive to the voice of higher authority.  The framers of the constitutions strove to create an independent judiciary but insisted upon further protection against arbitrary action.  Providing an accused with the right to be tried by a jury of his peers gave him an inestimable safeguard against the corrupt overzealous prosecutor and against the compliant, biased, or eccentric judge.

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendment06/04.html#1
"Some Kind of Hearing" by Judge Henry Friendly

These are simply the kinds of procedures that might be claimed in a "due process" argument, roughly in order of their perceived importance, and not a list of procedures that will in fact be required.

1. An unbiased tribunal.

2. Notice of the proposed action and the grounds asserted for it.

3. Opportunity to present reasons why the proposed action should not be taken.

4. The right to present evidence, including the right to call witnesses.

5. The right to know opposing evidence.

6. The right to cross-examine adverse witnesses.

7. A decision based exclusively on the evidence presented.

8. Opportunity to be represented by counsel.

9. Requirement that the tribunal prepare a record of the evidence presented.

10. Requirement that the tribunal prepare written findings of fact and reasons for its decision.

***

The Bill of Rights promises fair treatment for criminal defendants. 

There are two fundamental aspects of the U.S. criminal justice system: The presumption that the defendant is innocent, and the burden on the prosecution to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. But criminal defendants have other rights, too, including the rights to: 

· remain silent

· confront witnesses

· have a public trial

· have a jury trial

· have a speedy trial

· be represented by an attorney

· receive adequate representation

· not be tried twice for the same offense ("double jeopardy"). 

